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Group holds joint Christmas Fayres 
The Ormskirk and Bootle Group held their annual Christmas 
Fayre, but this year for the first time a fayre was held at both of 
the groupõs masonic halls one being in Litherland and the other 
in Ormskirk, both on the same day and at the same time. 

At both fayreõs the support from the lodges and ladies groups 
was excellent, who between them held various stalls, games, 
tombolaõs and a Santaõs grotto was at each hall for the children 
to visit father Christmas, where the children could give Santa 
their requests of what they wished for Christmas and received a 
small gift and have their photograph taken with Santa. John 
Lennon and Don Carton acted as the two father Christmases, 
the grotto at Ormskirk was created by Peter Blazey of Mersey 
Lodge No.5199 and the grotto at Litherland was created by the 
members of Eureka lodge No 3763 and also manned by       
Stephen Bousfield and Robbie Bright. 

Again at both halls throughout the afternoon the groups      
traditional Reindeer Races was held with the group chairman      
Graham Chambers acting as steward in Ormskirk and Joe     
Williams as the Steward in Litherland who was assisted by Sheila Chambers. 

The Bootle Ladies club were again at the fore in Litherland with Barbara Rouse, Joan Skidmore, Marjorie Cunliffe,     
Sandra Evans, Marjorie Mackinnon, Pam Carr and Gloria Gee, manning various stalls. Gloria Gee baked her usual      
selection of cupcakes, large cakes and this year Gloria had also made some other goodies including some Christmas   
decorations. The cake stall also sold raffle tickets for the draw for first prize of a large Christmas cake. Joan and Marjorie 
ran a hamper draw, whilst Sandra Evans and Marjorie Mackinnon ran a childrenõs stall with a prize every time which 
were either a small toy or a selection box, this was only for the children. 

Whilst at Ormskirk, the Ladies Group were also at the fore with their support, with Diane Hampson, Brenda Hewitt and 
Susan Cropper helping on the day. Sarah Gibson and Karen Carton ran the Tombola which was constantly busy for the 
whole two hours, and Cathy Findlay and Margaret Rogers made some fantastic small cuddly toys and homemade    
Christmas crackers respectively, which were sold at their stalls. 

Anne Chambers, the wife of Graham the group chairman, who was helped by their daughter Faye, ran pass the parcel 
and other games, which took place in the large lodge room at Litherland, which was extremely enjoyed by all the children 
involved. 

There was many other stalls at both halls which ensured there was plenty to keep yourself occupied and have an         
enjoyable time, but without the hard work and support from these lodges and members from within the group, who   
provided prizes and manned these other stalls, the fayre wouldnõt have been a success, but ensured the groupõs first joint 
Christmas fayre was very successful and was well attended at both halls by masons from within the group and by the  
local public in the areas by the halls. 

Pictured: Don Carton as Father Christmas. 

More photographs on next page. 



Continued from previous page. 

Tasters of the Christmas Fayre. 

Carol Service enjoyed at Lathom Chapel  

At the picturesque Lathom Park Chapel of St John the 
Divine, set in the beautiful countryside near to Lathom 
Hall, again this year was the setting of the Ormskirk and 
Bootle Groupõs carol service, with a congregation filling 
the chapel consisting of 83 Masons, together with their 
families, friends, with some of the residents and staff 
from the Tithebarn Residential Home to celebrate the 
advent of Christmas. 

Present at the service was the Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master, Philip Gunning, Assistant Provincial Grand 
Master Frank Umbers accompanied by his wife Cathy, 
Assistant to the Provincial Grand Principals, Anthony 
Hall, Ormskirk and Bootle Group Chairman, Graham 
Chambers and Ormskirk and Bootle Group              
Vice-Chairman Malcolm Alexander.  

On arrival to the chapel, the congregation were greeted 
by festive music being played on the chapelõs organ up in the gallery being performed by the organist for the service,   
Raymond Massey Eureka Lodge No 3763 and to the chapel being decorated in Christmas decorations. 

The service commenced with The Reverend Pauline Bicknell warmly welcoming everyone to the chapel, with the   
Christmas story being explained by the reading of nine lessons, each lesson presented at intervals throughout the service, 
with the accompaniment of many traditional Christmas carols again being played by Raymond on the organ and sung 
with enthusiasm by the whole congregation. 

 

Pictured from left to right are: Frank and Cathy Umbers,              
Graham Chambers, The Reverend Pauline Bicknell, Philip Gunning             

and Malcolm Alexander.  

Continued on next page. 



The Ormskirk and Bootle Group Web Site is now fully up and running and is there for your use.  

Pages with information on lodge and chapter installations, celebrations, lodge histories, social events, contact details, lost and found and the 
latest reports on what is happening in the Ormskirk and Bootle group. If you have not yet visited our web site, just enter the following in your web 
browser: www.http://ormskirkbootle.westlancsfreemasons.org.uk We are interested in continuing to improve the information we provide, so please 
let us know if you have any entries or suggestions for new content. Perhaps there is a subject in Craft or the Royal Arch you feel is important and 
is not currently covered.  

Please contact: Russell Skidmore : russell.skidmore@tiscali.co.uk  

                           

Each of the lessons were read in turn starting with Frank Umbers (representing the     
Province of West Lancashire), followed by Graham Chambers, Mrs Maureen Williams (representing the Bootle Ladies 
Club), Malcolm Alexander the group Vice-Chairman, Robert Midgley WM of Rufford Lodge No 7217 (representing the 
Charnock Richard Lodges and Chapters), Kenneth Meath First Principal of Fermor Hesketh Chapter No 1350 
(representing the Principles and companions of the group), Philip Stansbie, Wm of Stanley of Lathom Abbey Lodge No 
6286 (representing the masters and brethren of the Ormskirk and Bootle group of lodges), Malcolm Sandywell the 
Group Charity Steward and The Reverend Pauline Bicknell. 

The service being completed the members of the congregation were able to enjoy a mince pie and a glass of sherry, 
which was served by the ladies from the chapel who were assisted by a couple of members from the group. All those 
who attended the service would have undoubtedly felt the Christmas spirit within the group during the festive season. 

Continued from previous page. 

Highlights from the Carol service.  


